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NJPHA Helps Trenton Plan4Health 
By Kevin McNally, MBA, NJPHA President 

One foundation of a Culture of Health is the principle of Health in All Policies (HiAP): 

the consideration of a policy’s health impacts in that policy’s development. (Editor’s Note: 

“Health in All Policies: A Guide for State and Local Governments” is available at 

http://bit.ly/2bGVBzD.) In New Jersey, state law requires that every municipality have a Master 

Plan for a town’s zoning and other policies for land use and the physical design of the 

community. Local policies determined by the Master Plan can have a major influence on the 

health of that town’s residents. 

 For the past two years, the New Jersey Public Health Association (NJPHA) has been 

working with the New Jersey Chapter of the American Planning Association (APA) and staff 

from Rutgers University’s Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy to assist the 

City of Trenton in revising its Master Plan – Trenton 250.  The heart of this Master Plan project 

has been the collaboration with city officials and department heads in city government to develop 

a Health and Food Systems Element, the first of its kind in New Jersey. This Element will guide 

the adoption of policies to improve environmental conditions, increase opportunities for physical 

activity, and improve the access to healthy and affordable food choices. And it is intended as a 

model for similar elements to be added to Master Plans in other municipalities.  

For more information on the Trenton Health Communities Initiative, and to read the Health and 

Food Systems Master Plan Element, go to http://bit.ly/2bVICb8. 

 Trenton’s project was funded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 

in collaboration with the American Public Health Association (APHA) and the APA, as part of 

the Plan4Health national initiative. Grants were awarded to state affiliates of APHA and APA to 

support joint projects to develop health-promoting policies in local communities. The 

Plan4Health Website is www.plan4health.us. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/2bGVBzD
http://bit.ly/2bVICb8
http://www.plan4health.us/


New Jersey Public Health Association Annual Conference 

Gun violence as a public health issue 

Friday, October 14th, 2016 

9am - 3pm 

Hilton Garden Inn, 50 Raritan Center Parkway, Edison, NJ 08837 

 
 

Focus: Gun Violence and Public Health 

How can public health partners collaborate to reduce gun violence in New 

Jersey’s communities? 
 

 

Learning Objectives 
 

 To identify three public health best practices for reducing gun violence 

 To identify three non-public health partners important to building community support for 

implementing gun violence prevention/ reduction initiatives 

 To list three state or national legislative initiatives to reduce gun violence 

 

Target Audience 

 

Public health officials/leaders/educators/professionals, law enforcement, public policy 

advisors/leaders, community members interested in reducing gun violence, faith leaders, school 

leaders 

Speakers 

 
Keynote Speaker:  Linda Degutis, DrPH, MSN 

Director, Defense Health Horizons, Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences - The 

Henry M. Jackson Foundation for the Advancement of Military Medicine 

 

Legislative Speaker: Senator Loretta Weinberg (37th District) 

 

Expert Panel from academia, community-based organizations, law enforcement, media, and 

public health 

 

Special Guest Speaker: Cathleen Bennett, JD, Commissioner, NJ Department of Health  

   “The State of Public Health in New Jersey” 

                                                                      

For more information and to register, go to 

www.njpha.org 

 

http://www.njpha.org/


 

Public Health Information and Data Sharing 

By Gwyneth M. Eliasson, JD, MPH 

On August 18, 2016, the Network for Public Health Law (NPHL), the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Public Health Law Program (PHLP), and the American Society 

of Law, Medicine & Ethics (ASLME) presented a Public Health Law Series Webinar on “Public 

Health Information and Data Sharing: The Legal Framework.” Moderated by PHLP’s Director 

Matthew Penn, JD, MLIS, the webinar featured three speakers: Tara Ramanathan, JD, MPH 

(PHLP), Denise Chrysler, JD (NPHL Director, Mid-States Region), and Prof. Tara Ragone, JD 

(Seton Hall University School of Law). 

Ms. Ramanathan first defined the legal concepts of access, use, and disclosure of health 

information and distinguished between privacy and confidentiality as protections of health 

information. She then discussed how state laws and policies can be challenges – or barriers – to 

accessing health information during public health disease investigations, e.g., the fungal 

meningitis outbreak in 2012. For ASTHO’s Toolkit, go to http://bit.ly/1M3noIn. 

Ms. Chrysler highlighted the impact of federal privacy laws on public health collection and use 

of data. After presenting an overview of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act 

(HIPAA) and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), she discussed veterans’ 

privacy rights. NPHL’s Issue Brief is available at http://bit.ly/2bH58Xx. 

Prof. Ragone focused on New Jersey laws as potential barriers to sharing patient health 

information among integrated behavioral and physical health providers, for example state legal 

requirements that vary from HIPAA and other federal laws. One possible solution: developing a 

standard consent form. For Prof. Ragone’s June 2016 report, go to http://bit.ly/2bWOL85. 

View/download the webinar slides at: http://bit.ly/2bhmNCC. 

 

Career Corner: Resources for Job Hunters 

Compiled by Gwyneth M. Eliasson, JD, MPH 

 Idealist Careers on “How to Ace a Remote Interview” 

 http://bit.ly/1YVPCpr 

 From Lifehacker: “Top 10 Mistakes You Might Be Making with Your Job 

 Search” http://bit.ly/1soK1xM 

 Fortune on “What Your Resume Should Look Like in 2016” 

 http://for.tn/1XSRXTX 

 

 

http://bit.ly/1M3noIn
http://bit.ly/2bH58Xx
http://bit.ly/2bWOL85
http://bit.ly/2bhmNCC
http://bit.ly/1YVPCpr
http://bit.ly/1soK1xM
http://for.tn/1XSRXTX


 

 

 

Climate Change’s Impact on Public Health in New Jersey 

By Kevin McNally, MBA, NJPHA President 

 

On June 3, 2016, public health practitioners gathered at Rutgers University for a 

workshop on “Preparing for the Impacts of a Changing Climate on Public Health in New Jersey.” 

This workshop was co-sponsored by the Public Health and Climate Change Working Group 

(Working Group) of the New Jersey Climate Adaption Alliance and the New Jersey Public 

Health Association (NJPHA), a member of the Working Group. 

 Professor Anthony Broccoli (Rutgers Climate Institute) first gave an overview of climate 

trends in New Jersey and presented data that climate change is real, and that its effects are 

already being felt in the state. Next, Dr. Jerry Fagliano (Drexel University Dornsife School of 

Public Health) discussed the implications of a changing climate on public health, including 

increases in extreme heat, extreme precipitation, air pollution, aeroallergens, and vector-borne 

diseases. 

 Dr. George Luber (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Climate and 

Health Program) then spoke about the key threats of climate change, such as increased frequency 

of extreme disasters, morbidity and mortality due to cumulative stress from extreme heat and 

poor air quality, and emerging infectious diseases and vectors, and provided an overview of 

innovative efforts across the US to respond to these threats through adaptation management and 

risk reduction to reduce the likelihood of and/or exposure to climate-related events. State health 

department officials from Massachusetts and Florida followed with presentations about their use 

of CDC funds for climate change adaption planning. 

 Amy Goldsmith (Clean Water Action – New Jersey) offered a grassroots perspective on 

the challenges facing communities in New Jersey as a result of climate change. Finally, panelists 

from NJPHA, the New Jersey Association of County and City Health Officials (NJACCHO), and 

the Princeton Board of Health discussed the challenges and opportunities faced by public health 

in responding to climate change. 

 Workshop agenda and presentations are available at http://bit.ly/2bH1xbB. 

 

Editor’s Note: NJPHA’s participation in the Working Group was reported in an “Affiliates in 

Brief” item in the July 2016 issue of THE NATION’S HEALTH: http://bit.ly/28ftKfe 

 

http://bit.ly/2bH1xbB
http://bit.ly/28ftKfe


 

 

 

New Jersey Public Health Association 
 

NJPHA’s quarterly Newsletter offers you an opportunity to write about public health topics.  

  

Deadline for Winter 2017 Issue: Friday, November 19th 
 

Articles on ANY public health-related topic are welcome, such as:  

 

nternship or fieldwork (capstone/practicum) experience  

 

 

 

 

 

onal public health events, projects, or advocacy efforts  

ther news of public health importance  

 

Please include this information: 

  

• Title of article  

• Byline with: 

 - Your name and degree(s) 

 - Your academic institution or employment affiliation  

• A head shot or picture of yourself (if available) 

 

Please follow these article submission guidelines:  

 

• In Microsoft Word with 12-point, Times New Roman font 

• Single-spaced 

• 300-word maximum  

• References (if applicable)  
 

For examples of published articles, please see past newsletters, posted on NJPHA’s website: 

http://njpha.org/ 

Email your article (or any questions) to the Editor - Gwyneth M. Eliasson, JD, MPH: 

gme10467@gmail.com 

http://njpha.org/
mailto:gme10467@gmail.com

